The effect on the heart's action is variable. The most frequent deviation I have observed is some increase in the frequency, and diminution in the force, of the pulse; but often no distinct change takes place, and occasionally the pulse is strengthened. When a dose of one fluid drachm, or somewhat more, is inhaled in the same way, the most frequent effect is the rapid production of coma, with complete relaxation of the muscles, slow and often stertorous breathing, upturning and fixing of the eyes, and total insensibility to agents which cause, in ordinary circumstances, the most acute suffering. The 2. The knowledge that more than fifty deaths have followed its employment.
3. The inability of the profession to account for the vast majority, if for any, of these deaths.
4. The absence of any knowledge of a pre-existent state which renders the administration unsafe in certain individuals.
These grounds, which might be elaborated and extended, appear amply sufficient for the formation of a medical judgment.
Probably, however, the moral grounds furnish even a stronger plea for a consideration of this all-important question. 
